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Dear NASF participants, 
 
It is always a pleasure for the Fisheries and Aquaculture Department of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations to return to Bergen, and the lively and dynamic environment 
surrounding the North Atlantic Seafood Forum each year. 
 
You have important days of discussions before you, on a  topic vital to the livelihoods of roughly one out 
of every ten people on the planet who rely – either directly or indirectly - on fisheries and aquaculture for 
their livelihoods. 
 
Fish is one of the most widely traded food commodities. Its importance for the global economy cannot be 
stressed enough. 
 
2015 international fish trade is valued at 130 billion USD. We know that for many developing countries, 
fish trade represents a significant source of foreign income.  
 
Although this figure is down from a high of 145 billion USD in 2014, statistics illustrate that volumes have 
remained high and the decrease in value is due largely to currency fluctuations.   
 
With dietary habits changing, a more health-conscious population aware of the benefits of consuming fish, 
and a burgeoning middle class in many developing countries, the demand for fish is rising. Fish 
consumption has increased from 9 kg per capita in 1961 to approximately 20 kg per capita today. And that 
demand is projected to increase as we seek sustainable solutions for feeding our growing planet. 
 
We at FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture believe this increased demand for fish and fishery products has the 
potential to benefit developing countries, whose share of fishery exports is currently 54% of the global 
total when measured by value and 61% by quantity. 
 
These considerations led to the creation of the Blue Growth Initiative being promoted by FAO Fisheries 
and Aquaculture, and by many of our member countries and partners worldwide. Last year, here at Bergen 
and at many events internationally, FAO celebrated the twentieth anniversary of the Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fisheries.  
 
We are proud of the progress achieved over the first two decades of the Code of Conduct, particularly on 
environmental and conservation issues related  to fisheries and aquaculture. But we are also aware that we 
can do much more. We must fully integrate all aspects of social and economic development into improving 
fisheries management. This is at the heart of the Blue Growth Initiative, which aims at balancing the 
sustainable and socioeconomic management of our natural aquatic resources, with an emphasis on efficient 
resource use in capture fisheries and aquaculture, ecosystem services, trade, livelihoods and food systems. 
 
The emphasis on social and economic development within the Blue Growth Initiative also offers 
opportunities for rural employment in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors. This is particularly relevant 
among the youth in developing countries, by providing them the option to remain in their towns and 
villages with gainful employment rather than being forced to migrate to urban areas or abroad  in search of 
work. 
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FAO has just returned from Agadir, Morocco, where the 15th session of the COFI Sub-committee on Fish 
Trade was held. That inter-governmental body discussed a wide range of issues crucial to the fishers whose 
livelihoods depend on a  thriving trade in fish and fishery products: the outlook for the fisheries sector, 
traceability, fish quality and safety, resilience for fishing communities,  impact of aquaculture supply on 
trade and consumption, catch documentation schemes, progress in implementing the Voluntary Guidelines  
for small-scale fisheries, and how to achieve decent work in the sector. We were particularly pleased with 
the strong atmosphere of international collaboration and cooperation on these crucial issues. 
 
These discussions feed into other priority areas for FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture work. Aware of the full 
range of health benefits fish provides, particularly to expectant mothers, infants and young children,  FAO 
is working to position fish and fishery products firmly into its nutrition and school feeding activities. While 
we know that women play a key role in the fish post-harvesting sector, their work is far too often invisible.  
FAO has an important role to play in strengthening the role of women in the sector, ensuring that they have 
access to credit and financial resources, and encouraging them to adopt policies and simple technologies to 
improve the quality of their products and their livelihoods. In recent years, FAO is increasingly called upon 
to support vulnerable fishing communities struggling with the adverse effects of climate change and 
climate-related disasters. FAO and our partners must strengthen our efforts to build a more resilient 
fisheries and aquaculture sector, one that is able to meet the significant challenges it faces. 
 
I welcome all participants to Bergen, with its vibrant fishing industry and traditions, and wish you a fruitful 
meeting during the 2016 North Atlantic Seafood Forum. 
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